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I-81 Viaduct Project  Figure J-5-2

Viaduct Alternative Overview:  
Colvin Street to Butternut Street

I-81 Viaduct Project
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New viaduct would begin as a bridge over 
the railroad, same as existing I-81

Wider structure would be closer to 
adjacent buildings Almond St. would be reconstructed with 

bicycle and pedestrian enhancements     

New partial interchange 
at MLK, Jr. East

New path would be built 
along west bank of 
Onondaga Creek 
between Erie Blvd. and 
Evans St.

West St. would 
be lowered to 
meet Genesee 
St., creating 
normalized 
intersection

E. Colvin St.
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No access from Monroe 
St. to Almond St.

No connections between Almond St.  
and Cedar or Madison St.

Wider structure would be closer 
to adjacent buildings

Ramp from northbound I-81 to 
eastbound I-690 would change from a 
right-side to left-side exit, eliminating 
a weaving movement for tra�c

New interchange posted 
speed limit would be 55 mph 
(currently posted at 45 mph)

New ramp connecting  
eastbound I-690 to 
northbound I-81

Existing on-ramps at Pearl St. and 
Butternut St. would be replaced with 
a single on-ramp at Pearl St. 

New o�-ramp at Catherine St. connecting 
westbound I-690 to Downtown/University Hill 
would replace existing connection on Townsend St.

New ramp connecting southbound 
I-81 to westbound I-690

Harrison St. o�-ramp would be 
reconstructed with two lanes

DOWNTOWN

Butternut St.

Crouse Ave. would be 
converted from a one-way to 
a two-way street between 
Genesee St. and Adams St.        

Existing West St./Franklin St. and Clinton 
St./ Salina St. o�-ramps would be replaced 
with a single o�-ramp at Clinton St. 

New viaduct would pass above the railway

West St. overpass 
would be removed. 
The interchange 
would be 
reconstructed and 
recon�gured 

New on-ramp at Almond St. 
connecting Downtown/University Hill 
to eastbound I-690  would replace 
existing connections from Harrison St. 
and McBride St.

New location of  
Butternut Street Bridge

 Viaduct Alternative Overview:  
Colvin Street to Butternut Street

Figure 3-1

See Figure 3-2 for Butternut to Bear Streets
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I-81 Viaduct Project  Figure J-5-3

I-81 Viaduct Project
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From I-690 to Hiawatha Blvd., I-81 
would be widened from three to four 
lanes in each direction

N. Clinton St. reconstructed from Bear St. to new Butternut St. bridge with new pavement, sidewalks on each 
side, curbside parking where possible, street trees, and curb bump-outs to shorten pedestrian crossing distances.  
Shared lanes for bicycles and vehicles are provided from Spencer St. south to the N. Franklin St. intersection.

N. Clinton St. between Bear St. and the new southbound I-81 
ramps would be widened from one to two lanes in each 
direction; between the ramps and Court St., N. Clinton would be 
widened to carry one northbound and two southbound lanes

Section of Genant Dr. south of Bear St. would be 
removed to make way for new southbound I-81 ramps

New southbound I-81 on- and o�-ramps 
would connect to N. Clinton St.

New overlook, new shared use path,  
and new sidewalks

New Bear St. bridge with 
sidewalks on each side

 New northbound I-81 on- 
and o�-ramps at Bear St.

Existing northbound 
ramps at Sunset Ave. 
would be removed

Service road would be realigned 
opposite N. Clinton St.

The two ramps from Onondaga 
Lake Pkwy. and Old Liverpool Rd. 
would be combined into a single 
southbound I-81 on-ramp
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Viaduct Alternative Overview: 
Bear Street to Hiawatha Boulevard

Figure 3-3

See Figure 3-2 for Butternut to Bear Streets
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Potential Viaduct Alternative Overview: 
 Butternut Street to Bear Street

Figure 3-2
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New Spencer St. bridge with sidewalks on each side

Existing State St. ramp to northbound 
I-81 would be removed

Section of Genant Dr. would become a dead end 

The existing southbound I-81 on-ramp 
from Genant Dr. would be removed

New Court St. 
bridge  with 
sidewalks on 
each side

Existing northbound ramps at 
Sunset Ave. would be removed

 New northbound I-81 on- and o�-ramps at Bear St.

New on-road bike lanes on Spencer St. 
between N. Clinton St. and N. Salina St.

N. State St. from Ash St. to Butternut St. 
would be reduced from three lanes to two 
lanes, with new sidewalk along its west side 
and parking and street trees where possible

New, narrower Butternut St. bridge, carrying 
one lane in each direction with sidewalks 
and on-road bike lanes on each side

Genant Dr. between Spencer St. and the new Butternut St. bridge would 
be removed to accommodate the widened I-81. Access to properties along 
Genant Dr. would be maintained from N. Clinton St.

Existing Butternut St. bridge would be 
removed, existing Butternut St. would be 
removed from N. State St. to N. Franklin St.

Section of Genant Dr. south of 
Spencer St. would be removed

N. Clinton St. would be reconstructed from Bear St. to new Butternut St. bridge with new 
pavement, sidewalks on each side, curbside parking where possible, street trees, and curb 
bump-outs to shorten pedestrian crossing distances.  Shared lanes for bicycles and 
vehicles would be provided from Spencer St. south to the N. Franklin St. intersection

Service road would be realigned 
opposite N. Clinton St.

N. Clinton St. between Bear St. and the new southbound I-81 
ramps would be widened from one to two lanes in each 
direction; between the ramps and Court St., N. Clinton would be 
widened to carry one northbound and two southbound lanes

Section of Genant Dr. south of Bear St. would be 
removed to make way for new southbound I-81 ramps

New location of southbound I-81 on- and 
o�-ramps connecting to N. Clinton St.

Existing southbound I-81 o�-ramp at Genant Dr. would be removed
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See Figure 3-3 for Bear Street to Hiawatha Boulevard

See Figure 3-1 for Colvin Street to Butternut Street
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Figure J-5-4

Viaduct Alternative
 Proposed Noise Barriers
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City of Syracuse, Onondaga County

New York

Figure 6.4.6-1: Viaduct Alternative
TNM Barrier Modeling Areas
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Location

Date: 7/13/2018

Project Study Area Limits

Downtown Exclusion Areas*

Abatement Study Areas

Existing Noise Barrier

Noise Barrier Recommended

Noise Barrier Not Recommended

Sources: Esri, HERE,
DeLorme, USGS, Intermap,
increment P Corp., NRCAN,
Esri Japan, METI, Esri China

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX,
Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community

* Note: Some areas of Downtown Syracuse are shown as excluded from the study area due to their distance from the involved roadways. 
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to direct I-81 tra�c to the 
new I-81 (former I-481)
North Interchange

The new I-81 (former I-481)
would vary from four to 
seven lanes in this section 
to accommodate tra�c
demand

Existing I-81, between I-690 
and existing I-481  would be 
renamed BL 81

Tra�c calming 
measures such as 
narrow shoulders, 
curbs and 
landscaping, would 
be introduced 
between Colvin 
Street entrance 
ramp to BL 81 and 
MLK, Jr. East to 
encourage 
motorists to reduce 
speeds from 55 
mph to 30 mph

Reconstruct interchange  
to direct I-81 tra�c to the 
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I-81 Viaduct Project

Community Grid Alternative:  
New I-81 (former I-481) from I-690 to I-90

Figure 3-37
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The new I-81 (former I-481) between 
the I-690 and Kirkville Rd 
interchanges would be widened from 
two lanes to three lanes in both the 
northbound and southbound 
directions (for a total of six lanes)

The new I-81 (former I-481) between 
the Kirkville Rd and I-90 
interchanges would be widened 
from two lanes to three lanes in the 
northbound direction; southbound 
direction would remain two lanes
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Community Grid Alternative
New I-81 (former I-481) from I-690 to I-90
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Road would continue 
to be State Route 481 

Ramp would be 
reconstructed

Existing ramps 
would remain

Existing I-81, south of new I-81, 
would be re-designated as the 
Business Loop 81

Interchange would be 
reconfigured so that I-81 
would be two lanes in 
each direction. Speed 
limit would be 65 mph
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Northern Blvd.

Existing I-481 would be 
re-designated as I-81

Business Loop 81 would 
merge/diverge with I-81 
via high speed ramps.
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Interstate

Business Loop 81

New Ramps

New Road

0 500’ 1000’ 2000’
§̈¦690

§̈¦481

§̈¦90

§̈¦81

Onondaga
Lake

CiceroClay

De Witt

Geddes

LaFayette

Manlius

Onondaga

Salina

Syracuse

Pompey

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central
Study Area

I-481 North
Study Area

I-481 East
Study Area

I-481 South
Study Area



Lorem ipsum

To
Watertown

Existing I-81 

To
Binghamton

To Syracuse

E. S en

eca Tpk.

Rock Cut Road
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East Glen Avenue, relocated 
here, would connect to BL 81 
and Brighton Avenue

New Brighton 
Avenue bridge 

Existing I-481 would be 
re-designated as I-81

Ramps to/from 
Rock Cut Road 
would remain

Existing I-81 would be 
de-designated as an 
interstate and renamed 
Business Loop 81 (BL 81)

Southbound BL 81 
would merge with 
southbound I-81 here

Northbound I-81 ramp 
would be reconfigured to 
provide access to BL 81 
and to Brighton Avenue 
via the new interchange at 
East Glen Avenue

I-81 would be two lanes 
in each direction, with a 
65 mph speed limit

Current East Glen
Avenue location

New interchange would provide full 
access between BL 81 and East Glen 
Avenue

Legend

Interstate 81

Business Loop 81

New ramps

New road

owoW

0'

500'0' 1000'

5/13/2021

I-81 Viaduct Project Figure J-5-8

Community Grid Alternative
South Interchange of the New I-81 (formerly I-481)
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Figure J-5-9
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Figure 6.4.6-2: Community Grid Alternative
TNM Barrier Modeling Areas

�

Project
Location
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Project Study Area Limits

Downtown Exclusion Areas*

Abatement Study Areas

Existing Noise Barrier

Noise Barrier Recommended

Noise Barrier Not Recommended

Sources: Esri, HERE,
DeLorme, USGS, Intermap,
increment P Corp., NRCAN,
Esri Japan, METI, Esri China

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX,
Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community

* Note: Some areas of Downtown Syracuse are shown as excluded from the study area due to their distance from the involved roadways. 
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